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fordable, livable, accessible and
healthy housing while safeguar-
ding cultural heritage.

In specific terms, the Renovati-
on Wave refers to the importan-
ce of green rooks and walls: “In
10 years, the buildings of Euro-
pe will lock remarkably diffe-
rent, Buildings will be the micro-
cosms of @ more resilient, greener
and digitalized society, operating
in o circular system by reducing
energy needs, waste generation
and emissions at every point and
reusing what is needed. Their
roafs and walls will increase the
green surface of our cifies and
improve the urban climate and
biodiversity”

GSG: Green Roofs and Walls
are rated as an important climate
change adaptation measure for
existing wrban agglomerations
by many urban developers and
political decision-makers to mit-
igate and cope with a long list
of current urban challenges such
as stormwater, heat and energy
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The revised Energy Perfor-
mance of Buildings Direciive (EU
2018/844) already acknow-
ledges the contribution of green
roofs and walls, asking for “so-
lutions based on nature, such
as well-planned street vegeta-
tion, green roofs and walls pro-
viding insulation and shade to
buildings, which confribute fa re-
ducing energy demand by limit-
ing the need for heafing and co-
oling and improving a building’s
energy performance”

‘What really matters now is the
proper implementation of the Di-
rective and the Action Plan of the
Renovation Wave, which, among
others, include:

*  Atargeted revision of the
Energy Performance of
Buildings Directive

*  Revising the climate-
proofing guidelines for pro-
jects supported by the EU

*  Sefiing up a ereative Euro-
pean BAUHAUS platform
to combine sustainability
with art and design

CO: 3
fine pollutant matter, health and
wellbeing as well as and the lon-
ger lieeycle of building envelo-
pes. Nevertheless, mostly private
owned buildings need to trans-
form in the urban stack

Where do you currently see
the greatest potential for Euro-
pean policy making to direct
and support this transforma-
fion process?

«  Devel green pu
procurement criteria rela-
ted fo life cycle and climate
resilience for certain public
buildings

All the above-mentioned actions
could further support the diffusion
of green roofs and walls.

It is also important to mention that
financing is key for the success of
the Renovation Wave. Accompa-
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nying the Communication of the
Renovafion Wave is @ document
which presents available EU fun-
ding budget solufions that could
support the renovation wave in
different ways: through direct in-
vestments, by leveraging private
investments, for research and in-
novation, te address markef bar-
riers and available technical as-
sistance.

Itis up to Member States to grasp
the opportunity and use funds
ovailable under the Recovery and
Resilience facility, together with
the reinforced Cohesion Funds
and the Just Transifion Mecha-
nism, to support public investment
and also fo use the EU funding as
a catalyst to leverage and trigger
private financing. National pro-
grammes could also make green
roofs and walls eligible measures
for financial support.

GSG: In Austri, the total sales
for the green roofindustry in 2018
were 90.5 mio. euros. The ave-
rage market growth in the period
2014 - 2018 was around 9.6%.
Still, only every 10th newly built
flat raof is being greened and the
refurbishment quota is under 1%.
On the other hand, green roofs
are a standardized technology
since 2010 (Austrian Standards
Institute) and over 20 RTO s and
Universities with over 100 staff
members are currently working
in the research sector specialized
on NBS on buildings. The poten-

tials are therefore large
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