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fordable, livable, accessible and
healthy housing while safeguar-
ding cultural heritage.

In specific terms, the Renovati-
on Wave refers to the importan-
ce of green rooks and walls: “In
10 years, the buildings of Euro-
pe will lock remarkably diffe-
rent, Buildings will be the micro-
cosms of @ more resilient, greener
and digitalized society, operating
in o circular system by reducing
energy needs, waste generation
and emissions at every point and
reusing what is needed. Their
roafs and walls will increase the
green surface of our cifies and
improve the urban climate and
biodiversity”

GSG: Green Roofs and Walls
are rated as an important climate
change adaptation measure for
existing wrban agglomerations
by many urban developers and
political decision-makers to mit-
igate and cope with a long list
of current urban challenges such
as stormwater, heat and energy
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The revised Energy Perfor-
mance of Buildings Direciive (EU
2018/844) already acknow-
ledges the contribution of green
roofs and walls, asking for “so-
lutions based on nature, such
as well-planned street vegeta-
tion, green roofs and walls pro-
viding insulation and shade to
buildings, which confribute fa re-
ducing energy demand by limit-
ing the need for heafing and co-
oling and improving a building’s
energy performance”

‘What really matters now is the
proper implementation of the Di-
rective and the Action Plan of the
Renovation Wave, which, among
others, include:

*  Atargeted revision of the
Energy Performance of
Buildings Directive

*  Revising the climate-
proofing guidelines for pro-
jects supported by the EU

*  Sefiing up a ereative Euro-
pean BAUHAUS platform
to combine sustainability
with art and design

CO: 3
fine pollutant matter, health and
wellbeing as well as and the lon-
ger lieeycle of building envelo-
pes. Nevertheless, mostly private
owned buildings need to trans-
form in the urban stack

Where do you currently see
the greatest potential for Euro-
pean policy making to direct
and support this transforma-
fion process?

«  Devel green pu
procurement criteria rela-
ted fo life cycle and climate
resilience for certain public
buildings

All the above-mentioned actions
could further support the diffusion
of green roofs and walls.

It is also important to mention that
financing is key for the success of
the Renovation Wave. Accompa-
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nying the Communication of the
Renovafion Wave is @ document
which presents available EU fun-
ding budget solufions that could
support the renovation wave in
different ways: through direct in-
vestments, by leveraging private
investments, for research and in-
novation, te address markef bar-
riers and available technical as-
sistance.

Itis up to Member States to grasp
the opportunity and use funds
ovailable under the Recovery and
Resilience facility, together with
the reinforced Cohesion Funds
and the Just Transifion Mecha-
nism, to support public investment
and also fo use the EU funding as
a catalyst to leverage and trigger
private financing. National pro-
grammes could also make green
roofs and walls eligible measures
for financial support.

GSG: In Austri, the total sales
for the green roofindustry in 2018
were 90.5 mio. euros. The ave-
rage market growth in the period
2014 - 2018 was around 9.6%.
Still, only every 10th newly built
flat raof is being greened and the
refurbishment quota is under 1%.
On the other hand, green roofs
are a standardized technology
since 2010 (Austrian Standards
Institute) and over 20 RTO s and
Universities with over 100 staff
members are currently working
in the research sector specialized
on NBS on buildings. The poten-

tials are therefore large
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How do you rate the signifi-
n Market
from a European perspective?
In which aspect does Austria

cance of the Aus

play a pioneering role in your
opinion?

DJJ: It is very interesting to know
more about the market develop-
ment in Ausfria. This is an area in
which good examples are nee-
ded to inspire markets and bus-
inesses across the EU and to fa-

Bifficulty with maintenance (comprehension of those responsible, costs of care
implomentation aualty)

Chalenges during implementation (lack of standard
now-how deficits of project p
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cilitate the broader uptake of
nature-based solutions for the
built environment. Austrian ope-
rators, by front-running in this
field, can lead the way.

GSG: The Green Market Report
survey also revealed a differen-
fiated picture regarding the bar-
riers for the further uptake of NBS
on building technologies, as seen
in the following pictures.

Challenges of greening roofs

o guidelines, poor quaity,
9 L

Buicing permits contact partrs, procecure and process duratior) [N

Where do you see the biggest
barriers from a European per-
spective that still hinder the
uptake of NBS like green roofs

and green walls as a main-
stream technology? Can you
maybe as well indicate on
how they could be overcome
with dedicated drivers? What

would these drivers be?
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energy performing  buildings
{especially for the renovation of
the existing building stock), which
are well reflected in the Green
Market Report survey for the up-
take of green roofs and walls.

With regards to green roofs and
walls, more information is nee-
ded at all levels (the whole va-
lue chain, including national aut-
horities and citizens) in order for
areen roofs and walls 1o be con-

sidered as a well-established so-
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frial competifiveness.

The Recovery Plan proposal ma-
kes available to Member States
substantial funds under the Re-
covery and Resilience Facility,
which can be used for renovati-
ons. 30% of the EU’s EUR 1.8 wil-
lion budget and Recovery Plan
for 2021-2027, around EUR 550
billion, will be made available for
the green transition.

The Commission has published
the .Renovate” priority flagship

lution which is easy and safe to
be installed and delivers signifi-
cant multiple benefits. In particu-
lar, architects, engineers and con-
tractors need fo be convinced that
this is a sustainable solution which
could be easily applied and com-
bined with other solutions in order
to deliver mare sustainable buil-
dings.

GSG: Before the COVID-19 cri-
sis, the NBS on buildings indus-
try in Austria was very opfimistic
about the future. This optimism
has become a litile bit clouded
and there is a new uncertainty
concerning the future market de-
velopment:

How do you see the future of
urban green infrastructure if
you look 10 years ahead?

Despite the negative impacts
of the Covid-19 crisis in the cons-
truction sector, we believe that
investing in a green built envi-
ronment is not just a unique op-
portunity for reaching the EU's
targets and improving the quality
of life of European citizens, but is
also essential for the recovery of
our economy after the Covid-19
pandemic by creating new jobs
and strengthening Europe's indus-

compenent as part of its guidan-
ce to Member States on the pre-
paration of the national Recovery
and Resilience Plans, which pro-
motes the deployment of nature-
based solutions (e.g., natural sha-
ding, green roofs, green walls,
green and blue infrastructure to
combat heat waves and reduce
pluvial flooding by retaining wa-
ter) and orientates support to co-
ver energy efficiency measures
le.g. insulation, double glazing,
replacement of heating and co-
oling systems, green roofs).

GSG: The European Green Deal
is seen as one of the potential ins-
truments for NBS uptake in gene-
ral.

Can you indicate where you
see the specific potential for
Austrian and other European
Cities in the light of the upta-
ke of NBS on buildings in the
Green Deal?

The Communication of the
Renovation Wave acknowledges
the crucial role of regional, ci-
ties and local authorifies. Regions
and cifies directly manage  large
section of the building stock, such
as schools, hospitals and service
dings. But beyond that, re-
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gions and cifies have a huge in-
fluence in the day to day life of
its. citizens. Local autherities can
lead by example while suppor-
ting the implementation of energy
mate measures, including
building renovation and towards
o more green and sustainable ur-
ban environment, amongst their

and

citizens and businesses.

For national, regional or local
authorifies interested in deploy-
ing building renovation invesi-
ments as part of urban renewal,
the European Smart Cities Mar-
ketplace offers o successful blue-
print to guide public authorities in
doing so.

At local level, the Covenant of
Mayors also supports a new coa-
liion of willing cifies ready fo
commit fo ambitious pledges on
building renovation

The InvestEU programme will alsa
enable linking financial products
backed by the InvestEU guaran-
tee with dedicated technical as-
sistance fo banks and intermedia-
ries, to local autherities and final
beneficiaries.

The Commission, together with the
European Invesiment Bank (EIB),
will help Member States to design
national or local programmes re-
plicating the ELENA model and fo
reward fast implementation and
high energy performance using
three financing streams: cohesi-
on policy funds (as a stand-alo-
ne support or as a part of a fi-
nancial instrument  operation),
the Member State compartment
of InvestEU, or the Recovery and
Resilience Facility.
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